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The Place of Truth s.t mꜣꜥ.t was the name of a place in western 
Thebes associated with the work and living sites of the 
workmen’s community of Deir el-Medina. These workmen held 
s.t mꜣꜥ.t in great esteem, as reflected in its frequent inclusion 
in their official titles, such as sḏm-ꜥš m s.t mꜣꜥ.t, “the servant 
in the Place of Truth” or sš m s.t mꜣꜥ.t, “the scribe in the Place 
of Truth”. The term s.t mꜣꜥ.t is attested in a variety of spellings, 
with one of the rarest found in Graffito 1463, located near 
the tomb of Thutmose IV in the Valley of the Kings. In this 
instance, the draughtsman Merysekhmet (iii) from the mid-20th 
Dynasty created a unique cryptographic composition of the 
name s.t mꜣꜥ.t: a rectangle enclosing a mꜣꜥ.t feather (H6). The 
rectangular structure is attested in papyrus Brooklyn 47.218.84 
as a classifier for the word “place” (s.t) and likely symbolizes 
the outline or boundaries. The placement of the mꜣꜥ.t feather 
within the rectangular structure for s.t formally resembles the 
hieroglyph of the goddess Hathor  (O10).
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Compound logogram

Value
s.t mꜣꜥ.t

“Place of Truth”
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Document: Graffito 1463 in the Valley of the Kings

Date: New Kingdom, Ramesside, Dynasty 20, Ramesses IV, year 22–
Ramesses VI, year 4 (ca. 1153–1147 BCE)

Provenance: Valley of the Kings
Current location: In situ
Object type: Graffito
Material: Limestone

Hieroglyphic source

MdC: (H8-Z1):I9-Y3-Aa28-D18-A26-O39\171\R90**H6 
{{165,120,98}}-N5-C10C-Aa15\101**M17{{0,379,61}}** 
Q3{{215,543,61}}**X1{{637,379,61}}**O1{{460,713,61}}-
A50-Aa11\R270-P8

Transliteration: sꜣ=f sš-ḳd sḏm-ꜥš (m) s.t mꜣꜥ.t ḥḳꜣ-mꜣꜥ.t-rꜥ-m-jp.t mꜣꜥ-ḫrw
Translation: His son the draughtsman and servant (in) the Place of truth 

Hekamaatre-emope (Hekamare-enope in Davies 1999), justified
Location: Second line
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